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Life is full of swift transitions. It’s in those moments of transition that purpose plays a pivotal role,
begging us to ask the questions, Why? and What can I do?With a youthful view on an ancient
concept, The Power of Infinite Potential explores the intersections of purpose, potential and
fulfillment through the examples of others. It shows us that endless possibilities can exist for
everyone, at all times, when we learn to maximize our purpose and minimize our fear.This book
is a welcome addition to anyone's library who is on a path of self-discovery and seeking to learn
more about yourself and how you fit into the context of your own world. The transformative power
of the natural universe is present and available in all of us, and it’s yours for the taking. The
Power of Infinite Potential helps point the way.
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adoring husband, thank you for believing in every piece of my potential.To my Grandma Verna,
thank you for being the first to put my name in print and for modeling the way.Now to him who is
able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that
works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.
Amen.—Ephesians 3:20-21introductionWhat do you think about your life? How did you come to
that conclusion?At times, I’ve been so happy I thought I could burst, and so sad I thought I might
die. I learned not to trust my feelings to tell me how life was going. I’ve often teetered between
uplifted and downtrodden, happy, and sad. It’s as simple as the fluctuation of a good day ruined
by bad news. Emotions are a fickle master, and for much of my life, they were mine.My mother
saw me struggle through the changing seasons of my emotions, and she taught me not to put
too much stock into my feelings, since they’re changing all the time. She challenged me to focus
more on what I knew to be true and less on how I felt.I know for certain life doesn’t stand still for
anyone. I know there are forces outside of my control creating scenarios I can’t change. But my
thoughts are mine, and I’ve resolved to do what I want with life and not to just let life do what it
wants with me.I see my life as an ocean of potential. I’ve made it past the beach, and I know one
day I’ll reach the other shore. But for now, I’m in the middle, where neither the beginning nor the
end is in sight, and I’ve got to do my best to ride the wave I’m on.What is my best?It’s a moving
target, but one I never grow tired of chasing. My best is realizing my potential. My best is
directing my efforts toward a purpose larger than myself. My best is creating something
meaningful when my potential and my purpose collide.I believe potential plus purpose is the
path to fulfillment. Here’s how I came to that conclusion.Like most children, I was often asked,
“What do you want to be when you grow up?” I learned quickly this was a loaded question
because only career choices with high salaries received praise. The question was never really
about what I wanted to do. I was being conditioned to focus my interests on careers that would
ensure I didn’t grow up to be poor. We were one generation removed from poverty; poor was
presented to me as the worst thing I could be, and the world around me reinforced it.When I
turned on the television, it seemed the American dream was something you bought, not
became. I began to idolize the people I saw on screen, and those feelings only amplified when I
was introduced to social media. Life through a screen view looked perfect to me, and money was
the gateway in.I wanted fortune and fame and wasn’t at all concerned with purpose or potential.
My focus was on acquiring enough money for purpose not to matter. Who needs potential when
you’re rich? Money will fulfill me if I just get enough of it. I believed this so strongly that I put
myself to work at a very young age, striving for material wealth. I succeeded in a few endeavors,



failed at some, and quit several others. Money wasn’t a strong enough motivator for me to
commit to projects I didn’t like and causes I didn’t care about.Through a lot of trial and error, I
realized money was a resource, not an identity. I had to develop who I was before I could figure
out what I wanted. The process led me to find my purpose and recognize my potential.I spent a
large portion of a short life judging myself by the wrong metrics. It didn’t matter if I was pretty,
popular, or prosperous if I wasn’t purposeful. Purpose was the only thing that gave me peace at
night when I was left alone with my thoughts. Purpose gave me motivation and the will to
continue when my fatigue begged me to quit. Purpose pushed me forward at times when
everything in me wanted to stand still.I used to ask myself, more often than was healthy, “Why
am I here?” Purpose gave me an answer, and I think it can give you one too.Life is a series of big
questions, but I believe the potential for answers exists. Questions help us think more critically,
solve bigger problems, and create a larger impact. Questioning ourselves is a sign that we care
enough to find answers and improve. Lou Holtz once said, “You’re either growing or you’re
dying.”1I agree.Potential is our capacity for growth, and I believe it’s infinite. Every day I wake up
and see the world before me, I feel like I’m witnessing a miracle. I give my mind room to wander
over the fact that we live in a world that’s only been created one time.No one left an instruction
manual, just raw materials and a few humans to start with. From these raw materials—trees, dirt,
grass, and water—we’ve created a world unfathomable to the first people. What is a skyscraper
to a person covering themselves with leaves for shelter? What is a car to someone who hasn’t
yet discovered the wheel?The potential for all we have now has been here since the beginning
of time, but man can only get so far in one lifetime. Don’t we owe it to ourselves to realize as
much of our potential as we can during our short time here on earth? Don’t we owe it to our
descendants, who, long after we’re gone, will use the materials we’ve left behind to create a
world beyond our wildest dreams?I think we do.I wrote this book because I spent a lot of time
confused about what mattered in my life when the answer was hiding in plain sight. Fulfillment is
possible when we combine purpose and potential. I have a life I love that I didn’t plan. I had goals
and dreams, but purpose put me in a position to live in a place I like, have a job I love, and be
surrounded by people who genuinely care.If you want to discover new paths to fulfillment, keep
reading. This book will challenge you and ask questions you may not feel prepared to answer.
But on the other side of your big questions are beautiful answers that just may bring you peace.1
“Lou Holtz Quotes,” Goodreads, accessed October 5, 2020.chapter 1What is infinite potential?
When I consider the heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars which you have
set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?
You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor. You
made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet.—Psalm
8:3-6“God doesn’t make tables,” he said.I kept running the words back and forth in my mind as I
watched a sea of color make its way across the sky, blending blues into yellows, pinks, and
purples. That phrase became the soundtrack to this sunset as I sat captivated by the beauty
before me.God doesn’t make tables, I thought.My mind was adrift, taken away by the fading sun



as planes flew overhead. I tried to imagine what the sky must think of all it sees each day. I
wondered if it could feel my adoration and know how much I appreciated it for giving me these
moments of clarity.God doesn’t make tables, I thought again, but this time, it was starting to
make sense.Earlier that day, I’d watched Bishop TD Jakes being interviewed by Pastor Steven
Furtick. The exchange was nothing short of impactful and equally entertaining. Bishop Jakes
was dropping gems from his book, Soar, but one particular story held all of my attention.“God
doesn’t make tables,” he said. “He makes trees.”As Bishop Jakes delivered his analogy to an
eager crowd, he explained that our life is made up of trees. “Throughout my time as a pastor, I’ve
heard people pray and pray and pray and pray for tables,” he said, “but God doesn’t make tables,
He makes trees.”The trees represent potential and opportunity. Our job is to act on them and
imagine what our trees can be. Made in the image of the Creator, we too are creators. The world
is our well-stocked workshop. God has already done all the creating He will do here. The rest is
up to us.Creativity separates men from every other mammal. The working of our minds allows us
to transform what we have into what we want. Potential makes that possible. When Bishop Jakes
started his ministry in West Virginia, he preached to ten faithful members, giving them his all
each week. Soon the power of his message created new opportunities to reach larger
audiences.Now his church sits on thirty-four acres and reaches millions of people each week.
The message hasn’t changed and neither has the man, but his reach has exploded. The
potential was there all along, and his work and creativity carried him the rest of the way. He
preached to the ten members with the same conviction he preached to the ten million. Territory
increases when hard works meets creativity. We already have all we need.When the definitions
of the words infinite and potential are combined, they take on the meaning that there are
limitless and immeasurable possibilities for undeveloped qualities and abilities to be developed
for usefulness and success. Infinite potential exists all around us.Children are the greatest
example of infinite potential. They enter the world a blank canvas of possibility. Their caregivers
dream up their futures for them until they’re old enough to imagine a life for themselves. They
spend all their time learning, growing, and developing. The pursuit of new skills and abilities is
exciting and fun, and everyone in their lives relishes it.What would happen if we remained as
teachable as we were as children? What if we were acutely aware that we still needed to keep
learning? Would we live differently? Would we learn more?As we invent and create the parts of
our lives that have never existed before, we’re bound to have a few learning curves. These help
us solve new problems and imagine better solutions to our greatest needs.As Bishop Jakes
eloquently stated, “When God gives you a tree, imagine a table. Imagine a chair. Imagine a log
cabin. Imagine what it can be.”2The first step to actualizing our infinite potential is recognizing
and believing it exists.* * *Elementary school students in their plaid uniforms fill the classrooms
of St. Phillip’s School and Community Center as the first bell signifies the start of a new school
day. The children in K2 through sixth grade gleefully recite the pledge of allegiance, followed by
St. Phillip’s creed. The creed serves as the foundation upon which students build a belief in their
infinite ability to achieve.Look at me. I am more than what you see.Destiny is mine! If it is to be,



it’s up to me.Society will condemn, but only I determine my path.3My people have suffered and
died for my chance to read and do math.St. Phillips is situated on the south side of Dallas, one of
the city’s poorest neighborhoods. Black and Latinx families comprise 90 percent of the
population, and only 9 percent of its 516,217 residents hold a bachelor’s degree. Two-thirds of
the city’s public high schools are in South Dallas, and in 2006, the city held the highest high
school dropout rate in the country at 25 percent. The southern sector of Dallas lags behind the
rest of the city on every single economic and educational metric.4This is not by coincidence, but
by design. Minority families didn’t always call South Dallas home. During WWII, South Dallas
was occupied primarily by white and Jewish families who make their way up society’s ladder.
After the war ended, many servicemen migrated their families to Dallas, pushing black families
further south into the places they call home today. These families faced bombs and attacks as
threatened white communities let them know just how unwanted they were. White flight set in,
leaving black families to keep the now-tattered and bombed southern end of town. They were
under-resourced and unwelcomed, and yet they persisted.During that time, a group of Episcopal
ministers sought to plant a black church in South Dallas. That church grew to a community
center and then into a school now known as St. Phillips. It’s a bright spot for students in the
middle of a geography that isn’t doing them any favors.Based on their zip code, their odds of
graduating from high school are three to one, though their smiles don’t show it. Within those
walls, they cease to be negative statistics and begin blossoming into brilliant and capable
children who excel far above the rest. They go home to communities that don’t mirror the lives
they lead at school, but they hold on to their creed, steadfastly embedded in their minds.Just as
sacrifices were made to make my future bright, it is my responsibility to do things that are right. I
must start today to pave the way.5The St. Phillip’s model is rooted in an inherent belief that every
child has a divine right to education, betterment, and success. They foster within their students
what research psychologist Dr. Carol Dweck calls the growth mindset.6Dr. Dweck’s growth
mindset methodology can be found plastered on bulletin boards in school hallways across the
nation and the world. It is the culmination of thirty years of research on the mindsets of students.
Students with a growth mindset believe they can improve themselves by putting in extra time
and effort. But students who possess a fixed mindset believe their intelligence is fixed and they
are incapable of improving it. They become paralyzed by their own lack of belief in themselves
and seldom ever realize their potential.7Through this research, Dweck and her team have
proven these mindsets overcome even the greatest barriers to academic success. So many
factors of a child’s education are predetermined by the area in which they are born, but with a
growth mindset, children can counteract the effects of poverty on their academic
achievement.This was proven in Chile in 2015. Though students from low-income backgrounds
are some of the least likely to have a growth mindset, when they do, they largely outperform their
peers. “Students in the lowest tenth percentile of family income who exhibited a growth mindset
showed academic performance as high as that of fixed mindset students from the eightieth
income percentile.”8For students at St. Phillips, a fixed mindset is not an option. The notion a



student is incapable of learning or succeeding is simply never introduced. And the idea that they
can and they will is consistently reinforced, as they chant:The community and the world need my
contributions. In success, I will not stray. The bias, the rumors, nor the stereotypes will hinder my
growth; I claim dignity and prosperity. My God promises both.9In tandem with educational
excellence, St. Phillip’s focuses on instilling Christian principles within their students. Hebrews
11:6 says, “And without faith, it is impossible to please God because anyone who comes to Him
must believe that He exists and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek him.”
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Madison, “What an inspiring book!!. This book was fantastic! I’d give it 6 stars if I could. It was so
easy to read and full of stories from real people who had found their purpose. I would
recommend this book to anyone who is looking for direction or just trying to make themselves a
better person! HUGE props to the author!”

AD, “Great read. Every chapter is worth reading. Great book with great highlights.”

Bailee Noella, “Invite purpose into your life.. This book is the cure to Imposter Syndrome and
lack of motivation. The advice within it is powerful and priceless.”

The book by John Michael Greer has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 11 people have provided feedback.
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